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Economic and Political News

Eskom stated that Unit 1 at the Koeberg nuclear power station has 
been taken offline as a result of an increasing leak rate. 

The Energy Department has announced that the price of 93 octane 
petrol will increase by between 43c and that of 95 petrol will 
increase by 40c a litre from 5 January 2021.

News reports indicate that Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE offered to 
supply South Africa (SA) with their Covid-19 vaccine at a 
discounted UDS10 a dose. 

News reports indicate that the government will appeal the 
Western Cape High Court judgment on the trade of tobacco 
products during the hard lockdown was unconstitutional.

News reports indicate that South African medical-insurance 
companies, business organizations and the government are 
developing a program in which the private sector will help fund 
Covid-19 vaccines for broader population. 
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South Africa Market p US Market q

South African markets closed in the green yesterday, as a weaker greenback bolstered prices
of commodity sector stocks.

US markets closed weaker yesterday, erasing its previous session’s gains.
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https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/markets/2021-01-04-market-wrap-the-jse-and-rand-advance-as-weaker-dollar-boosts-precious-metals/
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/u.s.-stocks-pulling-back-sharply-as-initial-buying-interest-fades-2021-01-04


UK Market p Asia Market q

UK markets finished higher yesterday, amid optimism surrounding Covid-19 vaccine rollouts. Asian markets are trading lower this morning. The Nikkei 225 Index is trading 0.1% lower at
27,273.70.
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https://www.reuters.com/article/britain-stocks/update-2-uk-shares-gain-on-vaccine-hopes-ladbrokes-owner-soars-idUSL4N2JF1Z7


Currencies

Commodities
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Brent ($/barrel)
51.03

At 06:00 SAST, Brent crude oil declined. 

Yesterday, Brent crude oil dropped. 

Gold ($/oz)
1,944.30

At 06:00 SAST, gold prices edged lower.

Yesterday, gold prices rose, amid weakness in the US Dollar. 

Platinum ($/oz)
1,074.90

At 06:00 SAST, platinum prices gained.

Yesterday, platinum prices decreased. 

Copper ($/MT)*
7,844.00

Yesterday, copper prices have advanced.

At 06:00 SAST, the US Dollar retreated against the South 
African Rand.

The US Dollar rose against the South African Rand yesterday.

At 06:00 SAST, the British Pound is trading weaker against the 
South African Rand.

The British Pound declined against the South African Rand 
yesterday, amid concerns over tighter lockdown restrictions. 

At 06:00 SAST, the Euro fell against the South African Rand.

The Euro strengthened against the South African Rand 
yesterday.

At 06:00 SAST, the Australian Dollar is trading slightly lower 
against the South African Rand.

The Australian Dollar dropped against the South African Rand 
yesterday.
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To Read More

Click HereTo Read More

https://in.reuters.com/article/britain-sterling/update-1-sterling-weakens-against-euro-as-uk-lockdown-fears-outweigh-brexit-deal-relief-idINL1N2JF0JL
https://in.reuters.com/article/global-precious/precious-gold-begins-2021-with-nearly-2-jump-as-dollar-falters-idINL4N2JF27W


Major South African Corporate News

The company has finalised 
USD404mn Gemini sale. 

Sasol Limited

Major Global Economic News

Eurozone’s Markit manufacturing PMI
advanced in December.

Germany’s Markit manufacturing PMI
rose in December.

Eurozone

UK’s manufacturing activity rose to its
highest level since November 2017 in
December.

UK mortgage approvals have rose to the
highest level since August 2007 in
November.

UK

The Markit manufacturing PMI rose to
its highest level since September 2014
in December.

Construction spending climbed in
November.

US

Click HereTo Read More
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https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/energy/2021-01-04-sasol-wraps-up-404m-gemini-sale-and-repays-debt/


Economic Calendar

Country SAST Economic Indicator Relevance Consensus Previous Frequency

Germany 09:00 Retail Sales (MoM) (Nov) -2.00% 2.60% Monthly

Germany 09:00 Retail Sales (YoY) (Nov) 3.90% 8.20% Monthly

Switzerland 09:30 Consumer Price Index (YoY) (Dec) -0.70% -0.70% Monthly

France 09:45 Consumer Price Index (YoY) (Dec) (P) - 0.20% Monthly

Spain 10:00 Unemployment Change (Dec) - 25.30K Monthly

Germany 10:55 Unemployment Rate s.a. (Dec) 6.10% 6.10% Monthly

Eurozone 11:00 M3 Money Supply (3m) (Nov) - 10.10% Monthly

Eurozone 11:00 M3 Money Supply (YoY) (Nov) - 10.50% Monthly

Eurozone 11:00 Private Loans (YoY) (Nov) - 3.10% Monthly

Canada 15:30 Industrial Product Price (MoM) (Nov) -0.60% -0.40% Monthly

Canada 15:30 Industrial Product Price Index (YoY) (Nov) 10.00% 70.00% Monthly

US 17:00 ISM Manufacturing PMI (Dec) 56.50 57.50 Monthly

Note:                 High  Medium  Low
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Technical snapshot
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formerly Grant Thornton Capital

a GTC, The Wanderers Office Park,
52 Corlett Drive, Illovo, 2196

GTC Group of products and services include: Employee Benefits Consulting • Employee Benefits Administration • Private Client Wealth Management •
Healthcare Consulting • Short-Term Risk Solutions • Stockbroking • Derivatives Trading • Unit Trust Management • Asset Management • Fiduciary Services

p P O Box 55118, Illovo, 2116 w www.gtc.co.za
f +27 (0) 10 597 6801

t +27 (0) 10 597 6800

directors: G.K. Mockler, F.Dildar

reg. no. 1996/001488/07

GTC (Pty) Ltd.

FSP no. 731

An Authorised Financial
Services Provider

GTC is nationally represented in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban.

Disclaimer
This report and its contents are confidential, privileged and only for the information of the intended recipient. GTC (Pty) Ltd make no representations or warranties in respect of this report or its
content and will not be liable for any loss or damage of any nature arising from this report, the content thereof, your reliance thereon its unauthorised use or any electronic viruses associated
therewith. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views and opinions of GTC (Pty) Ltd. This report is proprietary to GTC (Pty) Ltd and you may not copy or distribute the
report without the prior written consent of the authors. Any feedback or contributions are most welcome.
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